May 28, 2008

Dear Governor Henry,

On behalf of the Oklahoma Animal Interest Alliance I am writing to you regarding SB 1754 which is waiting for your signature.  While this bill was sent to you with good intentions from our Legislators, it has severe repercussions if it should become Oklahoma state law.

If enacted this bill will:

        Set a statewide definition for all dog breeders based on a limit of four dogs.  In many parts of the state  people who are hunting enthusiasts, AKC responsible hobby breeders, people who participate in performance events such as obedience and responsible dog owners live with more than four dogs.   

        Responsible dog breeders who are legitimate business owners have a vested interest in making sure their dogs are safe and ensure that their business is accepted in the community.  

        Responsible dog breeding businesses operating within the law are no more dangerous than other types of legal businesses that are not restricted to operating within 2500 feet of our schools.

        Be detrimental to our canine/agricultural programs in our Career Tech Centers and 4H programs that teach responsible dog ownership and breeding to children and adults if municipalities follow the instructions as outlined in this bill.

According to media reports it is clear that this bill was written based on an individual situation in one area of the state.  It is not reasonable to enact legislation to regulate and limit an entire state based on one situation.   One dog owned by an irresponsible dog owner is more likely to be problematic in a community than 10 dogs owned by a responsible breeder.  

Oklahoma is rich in agriculture and  to impose urban rules throughout the state works against our rural citizens.  Though this bill specifies municipalities with population over 300,000  as law it will set a precedent for the entire state.  What is right for one urban community may not be the answer for another rural community.  The situation which initiated this response from our legislature  is and should be handled at the local level not in a manner that creates a statewide restriction.

OAIA strongly opposes SB 1754 and ask that you execute your authority as Governor of Oklahoma and veto this bill.  Pet ownership is an important part of the lives of many Oklahomans.  While there are some who are not responsible the vast majority ensure their pets are good canine citizens.  To punish such a large part of the population for the problems of few seems an unfair solution.  

Respectfully Yours,

Oklahoma Animal Interest Alliance

